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_ Welcome

Hello Brothers

If elected, | will installed as the Worshipful Master of my lodge on
December 13th 2009 at 1pm. The installation is open so please co

and visit us if you will be in the area!!!

In honor of so sublime an occasion this issue is dedicated to the WM.

Also, In light of the holidays and all the hudtlestle with year end activities |
did not ask the regular contributors to work on any new material (they need a

break too).

Thank you for spending another year with me and TWT. | hope we have
brought you some interesting and enlightening information. May your light al-

ways shine bright.

S&F
Cory Sigler

http://www.cafepress.com/masons.187199866
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The Working Tools Masonic
Mapazine

TALK b
The Working Tools Masocnic Magazine

hc'l-“l.itrlﬁ ﬁliﬂ companion podcast. Wisit us at www. ...

TWT Podcast Call ID # 11669

The Aut hors of OMoral s &

Dr. Robert Lomas & Bro. Heath Armbruster

Both the 1st and 2nd podcast can be found at
http://www.talkshoe.com/talkshoe/web/talkCast.jsp?masterld=11669&cmd=tc

WWW.TALKSHOE.COM

Do ¢

Thinking about doing some new shaiseed your feedback on what you would
like discussed. People, books, movies will all be considered but only POSITIVE t(

will discussed )

DpiCS
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December

Dec 4th On this date in 1807, Most Worshipful Brother Prince Hall, the first African American
known to have received the Masonic degrees in America, died.

Dec 5th On this date in 1730, Benjamin Franklin's Pennsylvania Gazette included news about sevel
Lodges of FredMasons meeting in that "province." Franklin was not yet a Freemason when his news:

paper printed this item.

Dec 8th On this date in 1858, the Grand Lodge of Washington State was formed

Dec 12 On this date in 1787, the Grand Lodge of North Carolina was organized

DEC1300n t his date in 2008 CORY SI GLER®S | NSTA
MASTER (if elected)

Dec 14th On this date in 1994, the United Grand Lodge of England issued a statement that it found
the Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, the source of all Prince Hall Masonry in the United

States, to be regular and deserving of recognition.

Dec 18 On this date in 1786, the Grand Lodge of New Jersey was organized

On this date in 1799, George Washington's funeral was conducted in Masonic fashion, at Mount
Vernon, Virginia

Dec 22nd On this date in 1753, the Royal Arch degree was conferred in Fredericksburg Lodge in
Virginia. This is the first unquestioned evidence of the conferral of this degree.

Dec 26th On this date in 1972, Harry S. Truman, former President of the United States, Past Grand
Master of Missouri, and a very active Freemason, died. He had requested a Masonic funeral, but in-
stead the government, which handled the details, permitted a short Masonic ceremony during the

funeral service.
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THEWORSHIPFUL MASTE R

CHAPTER Il
THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER'S HANDBOOK
Grand Lodge, F.A.A.M. of the District of Columbia

(Selections from The Master's Book, by Carl H. Claudy, P.G.M.)

The greatest honor comes to any brother with his elevation to the Oriental
Chair of a Masonic Lodge. A Master is not only a leader of his Lodge, but a
member of Grand Lodge, in which supreme body he represents his Lodge. To
be Master of a Lodge is quite different from being president of a club or soci-
ety. The Master is called upon to decide questions of law and practice which
he cannot leave to his brethren; the honor of leadership carries also the re-

sponsibility.

The Master's first duty to his Lodge is to lead it to success and prosperity.
This requires a combination of diplomat, financier, advisor, councilor, friend,
critic, and executive. A Master's paramount duty is to preserve peace and har-
mony, a matter for which no specific instruction can be given. The Master
whose rule is just and fair, whether it favors his own conviction or the oppo-

nents of his ideal, will gain respect and support even from those who do not

agree with him.

A Master's duties to his memberdncluding candidatesare specifically to open on time, to plan interesting
meetings, to provide dignified degree work, to preserve order and harmony, and to promote brotherly love.
Brethren who know the gavel will fall at a specified hour soon get into the habit of arriving on time. An early

closing means much to many brethren who wish to go home to read or retire.

Masters of Lodges which pride themselves on beautiful degree work have an easy time. No ceremony of ar
kind can be done without rehearsals.

The first principle for successful presiding is to use authority without any one being conscious of it! The Ma:
sonic gavel in the hands of the Master is all powerful. Brethren mastl with practically no exceptions al-

ways do- obey its mandate. Because of the power of the gavel the good Master uses it sparingly.

Nothing succeeds from the East like a smile. Effective smiles come from a smiling heart. The act of presidi
successfully has its foundation in sympathy and cornerstone in good nature and tolerance.

The Ideal Master

The ideal Master counts not his personal pleasures, his social engagements, his hours of rest, recreation, a

(Continued on pagge
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(Continued from pagg

even his sleep, when his Lodge calls.
The ideal Master carries a watch and uses it.

The ideal Master is guide, philosopher and friend.

The ideal Master keeps constantly before him the need for seeing his problems through a tolerant smile o
understanding.

The ideal Master is enthusiastic about his work, and prayerfully conscious of his limitations; hence, he is qui
to seek counsel and advice, and is slow to take it until he has thought it through.

The ideal Master is eager for suggestions, but does not follow those which seem to him unwise, no matte
how important the brother who makes them.

The ideal Master is an ideal Mason. Masonry is part of him, as he is part of Masonry. With all his heart ar
soul and strength he strives to live the Masonic life that all brethren may see that here is no mere figureheac

but a vital force.

"Happy the Master who lays down his gavel at the end of his year knowing he has done all that in him lies;
mortal man may do not more."

THE MASTEROS HKANDBOO

The printed version of this book is available at http://thetemplebooks.com by Bro. Joe Ohlandt

Chapter 10
ATHE | DEALO

An ideal is the perfection towards which we stretch eager hanloigt never grasp.

The ideal Master has never presided in any East, for the ideal Master would be perfect and perfection is not
given to human beings.

But the clearer and more attractive is the ideal before us, the more strenuously we may strive towards it,
and the nearer we may approach it.

(Continued on pagge
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The ideal Master knows his Masonry. He has spent many years with many books. To, him the romance, the
history, the high lights of adventure, the great men who are Masons, the great Masons who have led the
Craft are familiar. In spirit he has stood beside the king's Master Mason at the construction of one of the
great cathedrals of Europe. He has supped with Ashmole and breakfasted with Sir Christopher Wren. He ha:
sat in Lodge with Preston, Desaugliers, Hutchinson, Jeremy Cross, a thousand others. He has assisted at th
initiation, passing and raising of Washington, and knelt with him at Valley Forge. He has learned Masonic wi:
dom at Ben Franklin's feet. He has traveled westward with Freemasonry, from its first beginnings in Massa-
chusetts and Pennsylvania, to the Pacific coast. Through Revolution, War of 1812, the Mexican campaigns,
the Civil War, the Spanish War, the World War, he has seen Masonry work her gentle miracles.

He knows something of Masonic literature, what books to recommend to his brethren, where to find the
answer to the questions which will be asked him the ideal Master has had a Masonic book in his pocket or a
his bedside for years before he attained the East.

The ideal Master looks at his Lodge and sees it wholly harmonious. No rifts or schisms develop under him;
peace and harmony prevail. He soothes the unhappy and brings together the parted friends. He caters to the
cranky and makes them content; he avoids all jealousies. He is friends with every Past Master, every officer,
every brother.

The ideal Master leaves his Lodge better off financially than he found it; he spends less than the income anc
for what he spends the Lodge receives full value.

The ideal Master pays great attention to the duties which are his in Grand Lodge; he faithfully attends, intelli-
gently takes part in the deliberations, votes with the interests of his Jurisdiction at heart, is a constructive
force in the governing body of Freemasonry.

The ideal Master has interesting meetings. He is willing to work, and work hardngmg programs, plan-
ning events, which will not only interest but instruct the brethren. They are better Masons and therefore
better men because of the hours they spend within the tiled doors of the Lodge, over which he presides.

To the Craft the ideal Master gives "good and wholesome instruction.” No brother goes from one of his
meetings without something done or said which leaves a higher thought of Masonry in his heart. His degrees
are dignified, well put on. His candidates have not only ritualistic instruction, but are told something of "what
it is all about" that they, too, may "become good and faithful brethren among us." His officers are given a
mark at which to shoot when the slow wheel of time turns them, too, into the Oriental Chair.

The ideal Master considers the ill and the sorrowing as his personal care, as well as that of the Lodge. No
brother takes to his bed or calls the doctor but the Master sees him to bring what cheer he may. No widow
or fatherless child grieves for one gone to the Great White Lodge but has the comfort of a word, a tear,

from the leader of his brethren. As much as a man may do, he does for those bound to him and to his Lodge
by the Mystic Tie.

(Continued on page
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(Continued from pa8g

No brother or family of a brother in want but is helped, so far as the Lodge may help. It may be that the only
help is suggestion, advice, coudsat it is a friendly touch in the hour of need. If it is food, clothing, medicine
for those too poor to buy for themselves, the ideal Master makes it his business to know the facts and to
bring a sympathetic report to his Lodge.

The ideal Master has no trouble preserving the dignity of his office, because brethren respect Masters who
respect the East. He hands on the gavel of authority unsullied by defiance to the brother who succeeds him
in the East.

The ideal Master counts not his personal pleasure, his social engagements, his hours of rest, recreation, aye
even his sleep, when his Lodge calls. He puts his Lodge and its needs before anything and everything in his
for this year, save only his family and his God. He is Master of the Lodge, but, in a very real sense, is servan
of his brethren, and takes pleasure in his service, knowing it to be honorable before all men.

The ideal Master carries a watch and uses it. If fifty brethren wait ten minutes past the hour for a late Master
he wastes more than eight hours of fraternal timehich he has no more right to do than to waste Lodge
money. His degrees start at a reasonable hour that they may be conducted unhurriedly, and he requires
promptness of his officers as he himself is prompt.

The traditions of his Lodge and of the Fraternity are hallowed in his mind and practice. The Ancient Land-
marks are preserved, the laws, resolutions and edicts of Grand Lodge lived up to,-thedyneticulously
observed. The records of his Lodge are kept so as to draw commendation from authority.

The ideal Master is guide, philosopher and friend to many brethren for many troubles; friend to many breth-
ren for many troubles; brethren turn to a Master, at times, when they will go to no one else. He is, perhaps,
mediator in a domestic trouble, he counselgth a father over a wayward boy, he helps a widow invest her
money wisely, he obtains employment for those without work; he does almost everything for every one, aye,
even to washing a child's face and painting a porch, one Master's contribution to the household of a sick

brother!

The ideal Master keeps constantly before him the need for seeing his problems through a tolerant smile of
understanding. If he ever had a temper, he lost it for the year before he entered the East. He has constantly
before him the thought that many men have many minds, and that two brethren of directly opposite views
may both be honest and sincere. He does not take sides but is a balance wheel; he rules firmly and justly, bt

the firmness is tempered with kindness and the justice with mercy.

The ideal Master is enthusiastic about his work, and prayerfully conscious of his own limitations; hence he is
quick to seek counsel and advice, and as slow to take it until he has thought it through.

The ideal Master is eager for suggestiohsit he does not follow those which seem to him unwise, no mat-
ter how important the brother who makes them. His is the responsibility, therefore his must the decision be,

(Continued on pa(6)

ON THE WEB AT WWW.TWTMAG.COM 9



(Continued from pag

but he knows that two heads are usually better than one, and welcomes counsel when it is offered, seeks it
when it is shy.

The ideal Master is primarily concerned with policies rather than details, and delegates the latter to carefully
chosen committees. But he keeps ever before him his responsibilities, and knows what is going on. Too mar
Masters have become bogged in details, and thus lost the path to success. The ideal Master does not lose h

way!

The ideal Master is an ideal Mason; Masonry is a part of him, as he is a part of Masonry. With all his heart at
soul and strength he strives to live the Masonic life that the brethren may see that here is no mere figure-

head, but a vital force.

Finally, the ideal Master is humble minded. Not for him the arrogant pride of place and power, though he has
both power and place. Not for him the big stick, though it is his to wield, but the silken string which leads
where ropes may not haul. The ideal Master keeps ever before him the knowledge that although elevated to
the most honorable position within the gift of his Lodge, he can really fill the Oriental Chair only if he thinks

first, last and all the time of the Lodge and brethren, never of self.

High? Of course it is high! All real ideals are too high to reach until we can reach out and touch the stars. Bu:
we can make the effort to reach. . . .

Uneasy the Past Master's head, which lies on a sleepless pillow, thinking sad thoughts of opportunities missed, of duti
undone, of work which now can never be his to do. Happy the Master who lays down his gavel at the end of his year
knowing he has done all that in him lies; mortal man may do no more. He it is who may stand in the East for the last

time, just before he installs his successor, wearing a sprig of rosemary in his lapel.

"Rosemarnythat's for remembrance."

The Temple Books
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What is meant by "Worshipful"?

"Worshipful. This word has no necessary religious or sacred implication but usually means only honorable,
respectable, or venerable...."

-Colil's Masonic Encyclopgéifial)

"Worshipful. A term meaning honorable or respectable used as part of the title of the Master of a Blue Lodge
or Grand Lodge."

-Hunter's Masonic Dictiona3d ed.

"1. 'Worchyp,' old English for 'greatly respect.™
-The Master's Badky Carl Claudy (1935; 1959 reprint)

"Why is the Master called Worshipful? Remember, we are talking about an Institution whose roots extend
far into antiquity, and which comes to us from the Middle Ages. In medieval English, the term "Worshipful’
meant 'honorable’ or ‘'respected.’ To this day, a magistrate in the smallest English village is addressed not as
Your Honor, but as Your Worship. Thus, Worshipful is a title of respect for the office of the Brother who
presides over the Lodge, and who is, the Brethren believe, possessed of sufficient knowledge, wisdom and
integrity to preside over them in the proper manner."

-Mentor's Manualndiana Grand Lodge (1975).

http://www.cafepress.com/masons.184864531

11 ON THE WEB AT WWW.TWTMAG.COM 11


http://www.cafepress.com/masons.184864531

Final Edition October 2008 Vol. XXX

The Working Tools News

N\

ol tafreemason boss to

The former head of an outlawed Masonic lodge hanged under Blackfriars Bridge in London.
linked to some of Italy's biggest scandals has sparked
an outcry by announcing that he will take partin a Gelli was also found guilty of obstructing justice dur-

television talk show to give his version of events.  Ing investigations into one of the darkest episodes in
Italy's recent past, the 1980 explosion of a bomb at

Licio Gelli, the 8%ear old former grandmaster of  the Bologna train station which killed 85 people.
the shadowy Propaganda 2 (P2) group, will be the

main guest in "Venerabile Italia” (Venerable Italy), aHe was extradited back to Italy from France in 1998

program on ltaly's history from fascism to the 1980safter escaping from prison in Switzerland and spend-

ing some time on the run in South America.
The P2 was founded in 1969 and used to

be the country's most powerful secret
organization with prominent politicians,
business leaders and military officers as

members.

At a news conference in Florence yester-
day, Gelli said "l will die a fascist" and ex-

pressed his admiration for Berlusconi.

Osvaldo Napoli, a member of Berlusconi's
People of Freedom party said "Gelli's
backing of the government was unsolic-
ited", calling his return to the scene

"alarming".

It has been at the centre of a number of |
investigations into allegations that it con
spired with rightwing extremists and the
Mafia to destabilise governments throug
bombings and violence, often blamed o
extreme leftists. Lucia Leonessi, a journalist who has writ-

: , ten a biography of Gelli and will host the
"I find it disconcerting that a character TV program, defended her work, saying
like Licio Gelli could become some sort of TV star," Gelli had played a significant role in the country's his-
said Anna Finocchiaro, the head of the opposition  tory.

Partito Democratico in the Senate.

_ _ o o _ ~ "He is a prominent figure," she told Reuters.
Conservative Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi's allies

also balked at the prospect. The first of the TV show's nine episodes will air on
Monday on Odeon TV, a privately owned network

Gelli was sentenced to 12 years in jail for fraud in  of regional TV stations broadcast across Italy. The

connection with the 1982 collapse of Banco Ambro-network said the series would give historians "food

siano, whose boss Roberto Calviknown as "God's  for thought".

banker" for his ties to the Vatican was found

12 ON THE WEB AT WWW.TWTMAG.COM 12



oMal tese freemasons go pub

Matthew Vella named, was devastating for Strickland.

After years of notoriety as a secret society, and a raging Then in 1990, news that Magistrate Carol Peralta had been

debate over the alleged membership of public officials, ted ] el } b )
Mal tads freemasons hfeedged ¢ oa_lﬂlpgmtfep @I%glsf';[atce, %*eq SReCUAa“OP 2 Puf tK}e impar-
website describing their activities, history and also their tiality of public officers.

statute. . . .

A decade later, the bribery allegations against former Mag-
Mal tads freemasons now we I'Sg?otgr# gtrIde\ﬁiga arﬂ)dlﬁﬁﬁnﬁri C@('jeflt]ugt'l(_:e (%el Ab”t'ggf on
its portrayakedo&asng,secr eireﬁqua%tgef € gt%o(plt %Q%/gsﬁ ’co\je Inks between
to one whose motivation ¢ et%ei“_?'céa@’_a”c? Heer‘gaﬁolr}%iwlePY Vl,prog[ragnlnee ran

. . Bondiplus aired secret footage of Maltese freemasons gath-

and charityo. o

ered in ritual.
Mal tads | odges from the En Scottish and I rish C

I i sh, _ . :
tutions congregated in one single Grand Lodge in 2004, T%at turbulent period does not go unnoticed in the Sover-

when the Leinster, Abercorn and Fenici lodges of the
Irish Constitution resolved to create a Maltese grand ) ) .
|l odge, with O6Brotherd Jos eforf_ %hapge.s In @%tt?rsdl\{laﬁogm og yalt?' il'hg nagoljﬁaé tgl?-
shipful grand masterd. viston ch.annellalred a.

based on secretly filmed Masonic Lodge proceedings by a

And with that comes a more transparent approach to bhr O,t h _e ' ’,O VYJI tz hhéearfe f efr ence to
their activities, after years attracting some of the most the private investigator Joe Za ormer freemason

sensationalist of coverag eW.ho a&tWeUmeaw[S)rike&I Eort@}ﬁonglmugteqma ws of
State and are critical of those in violation, and expect
similar from those around us. We recognise there are
some who regard our titling of officers, our terminology,

The freemasons say the progr
Maltese masons living and working in a dominantly Catho-

. lic environment known isfavour freemasonry. An un-
our formal dress codes, and our conduct, as rather qualntdC et g bleft own to ((;'S z_i I9u eet' asonry q u q
. . . . rstan rore over disciplinar ion en n
in a modern society: but we are unapologetic in adhering erstandable furore over disciplinary action ensued a

to our traditions,é6 the g rthaerr(‘? aan ?ﬁé‘_%olo%bﬁb_“t%‘?‘t WRVEIIg OpInions ap tg theWe

. potential creation of an independent Maltese Grand Lodge

ing statement. , .
were swayed in favour at thi

Freemasonry was largely viewed with suspicion in Malta
mainly due to the influence of the Roman Catholic
Church and its antipathy towards masonic lodges.

' Since that time however, Maltese freemasonry does not
seem to have dwindled, with three subordinate lodges, the
Hospitaliers Lodge, the Ars Discendi Lodge, and the Loggia

The acrimonious relationship was best characterised Flos Mundi, being constituted in recent years.

when Lord Gerald Strickland, the leader of the Constitu- h d 1 g . )

tional Party, was said to have been seen wearing the free- hi Eh 9 rda n Lod 00dgeos d m?g' In qu a' rt

masons® gar b, in an affid a\ivvi? t O\l;vge';l tSGn d8 (%TV(\)/EJ%/LJOEE_taf? os}_ guf, gjlél)nﬁeg |’n

was working as a waiter d u§|5lﬁy al(;ieerrwge rﬂ%ts% }‘?S‘J%Stlc%ocl}ﬂe}t&bi ty
from 1814 to 1826.

Valletta.

Thepree|l ect or al ef fect of 6Teri nubo, as Bono was ni ck-
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By Rich Barlow | October 25, 2008 Masonic symbols in tile on the facade splash color onto Tre-

mont Street, while inside, the monthly meeting room is re-
In pursuit of his Christian duty, the Rev. Matthew Wissell  plete with a wooden throne, upholstered side benches, and
used to dress up as a clown. scalloped ceiling.

Pastor of Eastham United Methodist Church on Cape Cod Yet behind the ornate appearance, one church sees a theo-
and a Freemason, Wissell spent six years entertaining younggical foe. Dick Cusick, the 6¢earold insurance coordina-
burn victims at Shriners Hospital for Children in Boston. Theor for the grand lodge and a Catholic, said when the Vatican
Shriners are part of the Freemasons, the global fraternal orfearned that he had been a Freemason for 23 years and he
ganization founded in 18tbentury England that spends mil- vowed to remain in the organization, he was excommuni-
lions of dollars on charitable works, motivated in part by its cated.
minimalist religious requirement that members profess faith
in one God. The Vatican considers the mandatory belief in nothing more
than a supreme being to be a renunciation of such teachings
Wissell followed his grandfather's footsteps into the Freemagas the Trinity and Jesus' divinity, The Pilot, the newspaper of
sons 15 years ago. the Archdiocese of Boston, reported last year. Pageau said,
however, that the Freemasons don't require Catholic mem-
"As a United Methodist, we understand that faith is more pers, or those of any other faiths, to renounce any of their
than simply adhering to a group of beliefs," he said. "It's liv-churches' teachings, and that the group counts many Catho-
ing out our beliefs in the world in a very tangible way." lics among its members.

Celebrating their 275th anniversary this year, the 38,000 But Cusick says he ran into trouble when the Society of St.

member Massachusetts Freemasaimwvn from more than  Vincent de Paul, the Catholic charity for which he worked,

100,000 a generation agbave run TV ads to attract new  |earned of his Freemason affiliation and alerted Rome.

members and publicize a group that for centuries piqued the

interest of conspiracy theorists obsessed with its supposedigor a man engaged in Catholic social works, getting the boot

nefarious secrets and religious heresies. The group's US  stung.

membership peaked around 1960 but has been almost halved,

to 2.5 million, since. "| fed the homeless," he said. "Every Wednesday, | did a
prison ministry down in Bridgewater."

The first significant third party in American history cracked

the Electoral College in 1832 on a platform devoted solely tBelief in God and devotion to ritual aside, the group is frater-

exterminating Freemasonry: the AMiasonic Party. Evan-  nal, not theological, and its chapters, called lodges, tend to

gelical clergy of the time condemned Freemasons as deistshave distinct personalities, says Pageau. Harvard, for in-

or worse. Today, cabalistic notions about the group linger stance, hosts a lodge that is open to men with some connec-

mainly in potboiler plots. "The Da Vinci Code" revels in ref- tion to the university. It recently welcomed 25 new members,

erences to the organization and its roots in medieval stone-while the Freemasons statewide added 600 members last

mason guilds. ("The secret knowledge of howto use a  year. Pageau hopes these numbers signal a wave of renewed

wedged keystone to build a vaulted archway was part of thénterest in the fraternity that included George Washington,

wisdom that had made the Masons such wealthy craftsmengenjamin Franklin, and Paul Revere in its membership.

and it was a secret they guarded carefully,” novelist Dan

Brown wrote in his blockbuster.) Wissell is far from the only minister in the Freemasons.

And Freemasons squirreled away the titular stash inthe "My pastor today is a member," said Pageau, also a Method-

movie "National Treasure," putting themselves atop a secret, "and his father was, and his father was." But "we are not a

fortune. religion. Hopefully, we are not even a substitute for religion,
although maybe in some cases we are."

"l can assure you that is not the case," said Roger W. Pageau

grand master of Freemasons in Massachusetts, who said hgi@nthly meetings begin and end with a prayer, but "we don't

probably be in Bermuda if it were. Which is not to deny the talk about Jesus, or Mohammed. We talk about God."
impressiveness of the Boston grand lodge.

14 ON THE WEB AT WWW.TWTMAG.COM 14



oState's Two Masonic gr

richard.stradling@newsobserver.com

RALEIGH NC - Members of the state's two Masonic organizatiemmse black, one white ended 138 years
of mutual disregard Friday by signing a resolution recognizing each other as brother Masons.

The resolution, signed near the end of a nearlyhouar ceremony full of formality and speeches, ended a ves-
tige of the segregation era, during which the two greupee white, the other black spent decades follow-

ing the ancient tenets and teachings of freemasonry while each pretended the other didn't exist.

"Today's a historic day, because we're here to say we're brothers again," said David Cash, a Methodist minis
from Kannapolis and grand master of the white group, the Ancient, Free and Accepted Masons of North Car
lina.

Cash and his counterpart, Milton "Toby" Fitch Jr. of the Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Free
and Accepted Masons of North Carolina and Its Jurisdictions, signed the document in the old House chambe
of the State Capitol. They sat at a table where North Carolina's resolution to secede from the Union was sigr
148 years ago.

Both Prince Hall and AF&AM Masonic groups carry on the traditions of a fraternity founded by building
craftsmen in medieval Europe. The state's AF&AM organization was founded in 1787, though some of the in
dividual lodges date back earlier. The state's Prince Hall group was founded in 1870.

Pomp and pride
Despite shared roots and goals, their members did not officially recognize each other as Masons until Friday

"We are of the same family,” said Dan Blue Jr., a Prince Hall Mason and state legislator from Raleigh. "This
an opportunity to complete a circle."

The ceremony, which had the feel of a peace treaty signing, was years in the making.
Members of the Prince Hall Masons unanimously passed a resolution recognizing their white counterparts as

true Masons at their annual meeting in 2004. But a similar resolution failed several years in a row at AF&AM
meetings, despite impassioned pleas from the group's leaders.

r | http://www.thegardeningguru.com/
>

*Gardening

The horticultural help you have been looking for is here
just for the asking. | am the Gardening Guru®, here to an-
swer your most perplexing gardening questions, and to
teach you how fun and enjoyable gardening can be!

® Brother David Daehnke
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(Continued from paf6)

This year, in September, it passed 28, leading to Friday's gathering, which filled not only the old House
chamber but also the old Senate, where the overflow watched orserban TV.

Membership in the larger, white lodge has fallen from 73,000 at its peak in 1981 to less than 50,000, even as
the state's population has soared. But Friday's ceremony was a reminder of the devotion of many Masons to
organization and the influential people it attracts. U.S. Rep. Bob Etheridge led the pledge of allegiance, and
former state Supreme Court justices Henry Frye and James Exum Jr. also spoke.

The resolution signed Friday does not merge the groups in any way, but it should lead to cooperation betwee
them.

Cash, the AF&AM grand master, said representatives of the two groups are meeting to work out visitation is-
sues and protocol. For example, he noted, Prince Hall Masons have a dress code, while the AF&AM does n

"They are a little bit more formal,” he said.

That formality was on display Friday, as Prince Hall members in particular wore colorful aprons around their
waists and medallions around their necks. A color guard of Prince Hall Masons with epaulets on their shoul-
ders, two rows of buttons down their chests and hats covered with white feathers lined the aisle of the old
House chamber with raised swords as officers from the two organizations filed in.

Earlier this fall, Fitch and the Prince Hall Masons made Cash an honorary member. Friday, Cash returned th
gesture, reading a framed resolution with a preacher's shout in his voice before the two men embraced befo
shower of flashbulbs and a standing ovation.

SOME FAMOUS MASONS

PRINCE HALL FREE & ACCEPTED MASONS

Louis Armstrong, jazz trumpeter/singer

William "Count" Basie, orchestra leader/composer

Nathaniel "Nat King" Cole, pianist/singer

W.E.B. DuBois, educator/author/historian

Edward Kennedy "Duke" Ellington, orchestra leader/composer
Jesse Jackson, civil rights leader

Thurgood Marshall, Supreme Court justice

Kweisi Mfume, president, NAACP

A. Philip Randolph, founder, International Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters
Rev. Al Sharpton, activist

Booker T. Washingtoreducator/founder, Tuskegee Institute

ANCIENT, FREE & ACCEPTED MASONS
Robert Burns, national poet of Scotland

(Continued on pag@)
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Winston Churchill, British prime minister
Ty Cobb, baseball player

Henry Ford, founder, Ford Motor Co.
Jesse Helms, U.S. senator

J. Edgar Hoover, FBI director

Charles Lindbergh, aviator

Douglas MacArthur, World War Il general
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, composer
Arnold Palmer, golfer

Franklin D. Roosevelt, president
Theodore Roosevelt, president

Dave Thomas, founder, Wendy's hamburger chain
George Washington, general/president

WHAT IS A MASON?

Masons, or Freemasons, are members of a fraternity founded in medieval Europe by the craftsmen who buil
castles and cathedrals. Masons aim to better themselves and society by living a moral and just life.

IS MASONRY A RELIGION?

No, but Masons are required to believe in a supreme being. It is not a charity either, though Masonic groups
raise money for charitable causes.

IS IT A SECRET SOCIETY?

Some dictionaries define Freemasons as a secret society, but Masons bristle at the term. They prefer to say
they are a "society with secrets," including their rituals and the handshakes and passwords they use to iden-
tify each other.

ARE MASONS THE ONES WITH THE FUNNY HATS IN THE PARADES?

Those are Shriners, one of several subgroups of Masons that also include the Scottish Rite and the York Rit
The Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine was founded in the 1870s by New York Ma-
sons who wanted to create a livelier, less solemn Masonic organization. The hat is a Moroccan fez, chosen
for the Shrine's Arabic theme.

WHAT DO MASONS HAVE TO DO WITH ODD FELLOWS OR MOOSE?

Not much. The popularity of Masonry spawned other fraternities that mimic the Masons' titles, rituals and
secrets. These include the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks,
the Improved Order of Red Men and Moose International.

AREN'T MOST OF THESE ORGANIZATIONS JUST MEN'S DRINKING CLUBS ?

Some have bars in their lodges. But except for the Shriners, Masons in North Carolina do not allow alcohol
in the lodges, and the ban extends to-Masonic events.

CAN WOMEN BE MASONS?

No, but some Masonic organizations are open to women, including the Eastern Star and the Order of the
Amaranth.

WHAT DOES THE "G" IN THE MASONIC SYMBOL STAND FOR?

It stands for geometry, the science the ancients believed most revealed the glory of God,; it also stands for
God. The "G" is framed by a compass and square, building tools that symbolize the ideals of Masonry:
honor, integrity, truthfulness and a wdkveloped spiritual life.
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NANCY MACPHEE
The Journal Pioneer

Rumours of world domination, conspiracy, rituals and secrets
abound.

But popular culture misconceptions about Freemasonry simply

arendét true, says John Murphy.
Altés unfortunate that they thi
l'ing the world or that wedre a
secrecy is really in the minds
To his brethren, hebés worshipful master of Summe

33 years. Men he admired and respected were Masons.

el | am a better person for having become a
here in spades. 0

D

I f e
re t

The worl dbés ol dest fraternity, Freemasonryds man

AThe teaching of Freemasonry was organized in a
sons and inspirations, support of faith, hope, <c
said Murphy, explaining the Three Degrees, steps each Mason must go through.

A mason for 22 years, Larry Etherington believes
AMy uncle was a Mason and a Shriner. He was such
kid, 06 said Etherington. nl f I could turn out I ik
Kevin Crozier is Summersideds younge s tgrardiateeoand | t
grandfather were Masons, as well as his grandfat
He doesndt bother much with misconceptions about
nPeople always have a slanted view, either for o
know the truth, ask to join up and experience it

Yes, there are secrets, such as ways of greeting brethren and details of the degrees. Otherwise, Freemason
has nothing to hide, said Etherington.

ARnThere are certain things within our ritual that
That said, guests are often invited to meetings.

Mur phy said the publicbés suspicion of Freemasonr

(Continued on pa()
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he said.

During the Second World War in Germany that suspicion led to Masons being killed or forced into hiding,
which only contributed to the misconceptions and myths.

Et herington wears his Masonic ring, ictleersquareancthewi t
compas$ with great pride.

il wear a ring and |l dédve had that ring on my fing

Respect, trust are cornerstones for Masons
Anyone can become a Mason, with one exceptiono women allowed.

A Mason must be 21 or older, of good moral character, have a belief in a supreme being and, of course, be :
man.

|l tds one of the few organizations across the wor
AThereds no reason, except in order to be one, Yy
shipful master John Murphy.

He said a Freemason can be a man of any race or
ner that will earn the respect and trust of othe
ifnWedbre teachers, | awyers, doctors, truck drivers
you, your neighbours and friends. 0

Reg MacRae has been a Mason for decades. Hebs qu

Eastern Star, welcomes men and women.
Interest in Freemasonry has declined in recent years.

Those interesting in joining must go through a Mason and are subjected to interviews, along with their family
before a vote is taken to allow them into the lodge.

AYou dondt want people to join yineMason Lagyabthermgon.i o n
AiYou want quality people. Thatodéds the most i mport

nmacphee@journalpioneer.com
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nHow t he Freemasons Rul
By Mike Akpan

The Society is not so visible in most countries wheraVilliam Blount, Nicholas Gilman, James Madison,

it exists but its members are men of immense influ- Roger Sherman, George Read and Robert Morris. Jona-

ence and wealth than Dayton, James McHenry and William Patterson

Freemasons rule the world. Thassertion appears  who were also signers of the constitution, became Free-

controversial but the facts are revealed in a recent masons later.

book on Freemasons written by H. Paul Jeffers. In the

book titled: Fr eemas on s Froni hisextedsé/e reshaech, Wedfers hds@Game © thd e s

Secret Society, Jeffers states that most of the Freent@nclusion that Freemasonry was at the heart of the

sons who are the movers and shakers in various fieldserican Revolution. More than 50 percent of the gen-

of endeavour, live in the United States of America, erals who fought and won the war of American inde-

USA, t h eonlysurwiving guper power. pendence from Britain were Freemasons. That explains
why Freemasonry has continued to have an over-

In his extensive research on the more than 400 yeawhelming influence in the government and politics of

old secret craft, Jeffers has found out that out of thethe country ever since. He gave instances.

5.9 million estimated population of Freemasons

worldwide, 4.1 millions live in the USA and Canada. The national anthem of the USA has a Masonic input

Of the remaining 1.1 million Freemasons outside theébecause Francis Scott Key, the man who wrote it, was a

two North American countries, 550,000 live inEng- hi gh degr ee mason. Noted J

land and Wales; 400,000 livem Scotland, while 375, become the cornerstone of the United States govern-

000 are in Australia. India, Japan, Formosa, Africa ment. Masonic link evidences abound despite disputa-

and Israel account for 288,000 while Ireland has  tions by some historians. Masonic signs and symbols

47,000 Freemasons. Europe has 80,000 Freemasorase everywhere in government. For example, the Great

while Latin America and the Philippines accommo- Seal of the United States and the street plan as well as

date 50,000 and 10,000 Freemasons respectively. designs of federal government buildings in Washington
DC were laid out on the basis of Masonic beliefs. The

In the book, Jeffers refers to the United States as a symbol of an inverted triangle or pyramid can be seen

Masonic project. His findings revealed that many of in the street plan and the sites are connected to famous

the founding fathers of the country were high degred~reemasons such as Marquis de Lafayette, after whom

masons. For instance, of the 56 persons who signed park opposite the north side of the White House is

the Declaration of Independence document in 1778,named. The Washington Monument and the Pentagon

15 of them or 27 percent were Masons. Among thenbuilding were designed by Masons to conform to a

were Benjamin Franklin, John Hancock, Joseph Pentagram which is an occu
Hewes, William Hooper, Robert Treat Payne, Rich-
ard Stockton, George Walton and William Whipple. That was not all . Continue

Others were Elbridge Gerry, Lyman Hall, Thomas note contains Masonic symbols. The Great Seal pic-
Jefferson, Thomas Nelson Jr. John Renn, George tured on the back of the dollar bill has an eagle with 32
Read and Roger Sherman. feathers (the degrees in Scottish Rite Freemasonry.)

The eagle is also the symbol of St. Jate Evangelist,
Jeffers has also found out that 28 of the 40 signers dhe great patron of Freemasonry. The arrows in its left
the USA constitution were high degree Masons. Theyal on refer to | srael 6s Ki
included Franklin, George Washington, Gunning The ol ive branch in the ea
Bedord, Jr. John Blair, David Brearly, Jacob Broom,wi t h Sol omon. The 13 stars
Daniel Carrol, John Dickinson and Rufus King. The resent Jacob, his 12 sons, and the tribes of Israel. Thir-
rest were Alexander Hamilton, Abraham, Baldwin, (Continued on page)
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(Continued from page) velt, Harry S. Truman, Gerald R. Ford, Lyndon B.
Johnson and Ronald Reagan. (See Table A for details).
teen stars, in a double triangle form are symbolic of Freemasonry has also produced people who served as
the delivery of the children of Israel from their op- vice-presidents, secretaries of state, chief justices and
pressors and their attainment of a glorious freedom.justices of the Supreme Courts at the centre and in the
The Latin AE Pl uri bus U states Sed TahletB &Cffor ddtails)y , On e)
indicates the Masonic fraternity.o
The security agencies were not left out. Very many
According to Jeffers, those who find Freemasonry offreemasons have occupied the top hierarchies at vari-
the mighty dollar also note that the largest symbol oous times. Jeffers found out in the course of his re-
the buck is the portrait of George Washington, a Masearch, that all the security agencies have Freemasonry
son. Cited as evidence of Freemasonry on the greeredges inhouse. The legislatures at the federal and
back is an unfinished pyramid. At the top, inside a state levels have also felt the strong influence of Free-
radiant triangleistheal e ei ng ey e 0 r mgsong sverrthe years. So also are the executive arms
ingAht he Grand Architect offgoverimentidtne staes. se, 0 who i s
omni scient and watchingThhe Usihed $ehtess pUuheidt
Latin Motto: ONovus Or dsonsSnehe gavernmend of theNRepublicaf Tkxas is o f
the Ages) inscribed beneath the pyramid in the Gredbund in the fact that all of its presidents were Masons,
Seal of America is suspected to be synonymous witlas were all its vicg@residents. The lowest percentage of
a Anew world order, 0 t hBasanswhb lbad helel gxpdutivd posdtiahs in any of the
four administrations was 85 percent. In the last admini-
Jeffers also expl ai ned: stdtibrtlat cartied Texas into the Unionba#l thdse/in 1 s
sonic goddess from top to bottom. The statue is saicexecutive positions in the government of the republic
to have been conceived by Freemasons and builtbywve r e Masons. 0
FrederieAuguste Bartholdi; a French Freemason,
who had already made a statue of de Lafayette for tlutside government, Freemasonry also pervades the
city of New York, for the occasion of the centenary professions, arts and culture of the people. Garry A.
of the signing of the Declaration of Independence artdenningsen, past grand master and secretary, New
installed by Freemasons in a Freemasonry cere-  York State Grand Lodge of Masons chose to say it this
mony. O way: MAHuman i magination ha
masonry. We have enticed to our fraternity, artists, po-
In view of the overwhelming influence of Freema- ets, warriors, inventors, manufacturers, explorers, pio-
sonry in the American society, it is no surprise that neers, lawyers, government leaders, business tycoons,
Freemasons have dominated politics in the US. Outclergymen, astronauts, scientists and geexieryday
of the 43 presidents that have ruled America from family men made better because of their association
1789 to date, 25 of them were Freemasons. Amongwith and love of our beloved Craft. It has been so from
them was George Washington, who was installedthe he very beginning, 06 (See
first president of the countrin 1789. He was initi-
ated in November 1752 into Frederickburg Lodge Henningsen is right. Freemasonry has attracted to its
NO.4, Fredereickburg, Virginia. He is the firstand fold, eminent personalities such as Bill Gates, a philan-
only Freemason to serve simultaneously as a lodge thropist and chairman of Microsoft who is reputed to be
master and president. the third richest man in the world, Henry Ford, a pio-
neer automobile manufacturer, and astronauts who
Other presidents who were known Freemasons weréave become famous as a result of their space missions.
James Monroe, Andrew Jackson, James K. Polk, Among such great names are Edgar D. Mitchell, the
James Buchanan, Andrew Johnson, James A. Garfislgth person to walk on the Moon surface, John Glenn,
William McKinley, Theodore Roosevelt, William the first American to orbit the Earth in 1962, Leroy
Howart Taft, Warren G. Harding, Franklin D. Roose- (Continued on page)
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(Continued from page) persecution ofFreemasons which they includeal
their definition of i Secr

Gordon Cooper, the astronaut who made record
breaking flights in Mercury 7, Mission in 1963 and inThe movement against the group began in Nigeria in

Gemini 5, in 1965. Virgil Grisson, a Mason astronaut, he 197 0s: fASometi mes in o
undertook the first manned maneuverinspacein and c¢cry in the press by so
1965 while James Benson Irwing along withthree soci eti es. 6 It | ater dawne

others, piloted the L un tomentedobythd clurclidhdtheanmsgue using theAgpwe |
15 Mission in 1971 and spent nearly 67 hours on theernment as agents. Government departments sent circu-
Moon surface. lars to public officers to denounce membership of
6Secret societies or be sa
In Africa, the Craft has, as its members, such eminenbmmunities to swear to affidavits that they were not
sons as John Kuffuor, president of Ghana, Jerry J. members of secret societies otherwise they could not
Rawlings, his predecessor, Omar Hadj Bongo, presihold offices in the church. Those who refused to sign
dent of Gabon, and Paul Biya, president of Camer- were removed from office. The move to-ex
oon. Others are Blaise Campaore, president of Burkeommunicate members of secret societies was shelved
ina Faso, Idris Deby, president of Chad, Mamadou because of the negative tu
Tanja, president of Niger, Denis Sassou Nguesso,
president of Congo Brazaville, his predecessor, PasNot all the Christian churches accepted the definition
cal Lissouba and Robert Guei, a general and late heafd-reemasonry as a secret society. This is how
of state of lvory Coast. Thompson reported it: ADur
Reverend F.O. Segun, Anglican bishop of Lagos, stood
I n South Africa wher e t bpdanlLagosudindeseyo@mddress his flodk.aHmteld themi s
said to be located on a Freemasonry land, Nelson that he was not a Freemason, but that in Freetown he
Mandela, the former president is on record as a merhad lived in the home of Freemasons whom he knew to
ber. The record shows thae was initiated into be the best exponents of christian virtues. He then
black obedience of American Freemasonry called warned that those priests who must have come from the
Prince Hall. Kofi Annan, immediate past secretary hinterlands and have not had the exposure of travelling
general of the United Nations, is a prominent Free- out t o meet Omen of the wo
mas on. I n Nigeri a, F r e e mdenaumcisg Freemmasonsi whont hie knewdim Free-e r s
seats in the public and private sectors of the econonmigwn and in the Lagos diocese to be great supporters of
from the colonial era up to the late seventies when tkige church in every respect or face the penalty of being
Yakubu Gowon military government promulgatedaunf r ocked. 0
decree which classified Freemasonry as one of the
banned secret societies. Its members in the public sBietwithstanding the negative campaign, Freemasonry
vices were ordered to renounce their membership ostill had in its fold many eminent Nigerians including
resign. Newswatch investigation has revealed that great legal minds such as Udo Udoma, Emmanuel
Gowon was bowing to pressures mounted on his goraka, C. O. Madarikan, C. D. Onyeama, Adebayo De-
ernment by Islamic leaders, the Baptist and Catholicsalu, D.O. Coker, M. O. Oyemade, J. D. Daniel, all jus-
Churches that were not comfortable with the activi- tices, and O.C.J. Okocha, a senior advocate of Nigeria,
ties of Freemasons in their fold. SAN. There are also many traditional rulers who still
retain their memberships of the Craft. Among them are
Adewale Thompson, a high degree Mason and a higholomon Akenzu®& ,Oba of Benin, Alfred Nnameka
court judge in Oyo State, captured the under currentAchebe, Obi of Onitsha, Okunade Sijuade, Ooni of Ife
that prompted the decree in his recent book titled: and Ogbuefi Alex Nwokedi a traditional ruler, (See Ta-
AMasonic Experience. 0 fnBoFfjehow some new converts
into christianity aided and abetted by some organisa-
tions of questionable motives began an orchestrated (Continued on pags)
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(Continued from pag@) petuation of the Luciferic consciousness on Earth. In

their joint publications titled: The Brotherhood and the
Lamented Thompson: 0Ti mManipudaton of Baciaty, lvam Eraziriagl dark Bee-
society was ruled by Masonic principles of friend- st on wr i t e: AnThe basic rec
ship, charity and integthey.thboeki webdbs pkahersdn
Chukka Ifejika, a retired banker and current provin-wor k of Freemasonryé the |
cial grand secretary of Freemasonry in Nigeria, Scot€hristian/military order known as Knights Templars
tish Constitution, agrees. Ifejika recalled with nostal-who gained staggering riches and a wealth of esoteric
gia that Nigeria was a better place when its civil ser-knowledge during the Crusades, in which the
vants, judges, lawyers, captains of commenceand 6 r i ght eous 6 christians wer
industry, politicians, clergymen and professionals with a free reign to slaughter the Jews and Moslems in
imbibed the Masonic spirit of love, truth and integ- a series of campaigns between the 11th and 13th centu-
rity. AThere was a timerthe. Oligerian society was
by Freemasons, 0 he added.

Certain practices in Freemasonry have been used as
Although Freemasonic influence seems to be waningustification by christians for their aniflasonic pos-
in the Nigerian society, the situation is differentin  ture. Jeffers stated that christian leaders attacked Free-
other parts of the world. In Senegal, for instance, masonry for promoting devil worship, leading religious
Freemasons are found in the seat of power despite then away from the right way to find God, or being in-
fact that majority of the population adhere to the  consistent with the religious beliefs of certain denomi-
Muslim faith. In Britain, Freemasonry has a strong nations.
influence on the monarchy. The current Duke of Ed-Gary Maxey, founder and provost, West African Theo-
inburgh is a high degree Mason. Duke Michaelof | ogi cal Seminary, Lagos, a
Kent is the traditional Grand Master of the Great  a lot of tenets that are contrary to most of our christian
United Lodge of England and a representative of thebeliefs. In essence, Freemasonry is not orthodox chris-
royal family. Both the House of Lords and the Housdianity and is not recognised as belonging to main-
of Commons have sizeable percentages of theirmesi-t r eam Chri stianity, 0 he t
bers as Freemasons. The executive arm ofgovern-fiapart from being more sec
ment and the security agencies including the Scotlai@tder focuses on cosmic energy, circle of the Moon
Yard Police have good numbers of Freemasons in itand soul which are contrary to christian beliefs.
fold. Rowan Williams, the archbishop of Canterbury,
is a high degree FreemasoBo also were his prede- Echoing the same viewpoint, Gabriel Osu, a monsignor
cessors. In Canada, Latin America and many Euro- and director of social communications, Catholic arch-
pean countries, the influence of Freemasonryissaiddli ocese of Lagos, said: dAF
to be very strong in those countries. identified as a place of reunion for individuals of radi-

cal antiCatholic and atheistic spirit with doctrines and
AFreemasonry has pr odu cmcciplesdiansesitally opgpasdditorCgtholcisrmdne to
of significant individuals throughout the history of any structure degrees society supportive of the church,
Europe in all fields of human endeavour namely natur al l aws and morality.
kings, presidents and politicians, tycooosindus-
tries, doctors, journalists, writers, composers, educaAnother allegation which critics level against Freema-
tors, generals, scientists, philosophers, astronauts asanry is that progress beyond the first three degrees by
other cultural, soci al menmiberscis avthe plealsueeaofithe elises who alse imd  J

pose stiff penalty on any member who divulges the se-
Opponents of Freemasonry are equally many and crets of the Order.
powerful. Several documents have been published to
discredit it. Some of the documents describe the  Asserted the authors of the Brotherhood and Manipula-
Brotherhood as fithe single | argest vehi clcgiwednpehh t h
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(Continued from page) ways for the eventual restoration of the mysteries, an

increasing number of aspirants are beginning to recog-
tion of Society: A Wh i | e nize that freeraasdanry may el be the yehiold for thie e
bers are on the first three rungs of the 38vel hier- achi evement é (a Mason begi
archy and have no idea of the hidden agenda, they ral man; he ends it by becoming througs discipline,
takeapl edge of all egianceafregenkeasedi embnéabbve, at
el se. 0 Most initiates asupernai Was alvags the purpdse of thdhangentimgse a
the temptation of power, wealth and knowledge teries, and the real purpose of modern Freemasonry is,
which (are) hard to refuse, that it is hinted that therenot the social and charitable purpose to which so much
are penalties to pay for betraying the society and re-attention is paid, but the expediting of the spiritual evo-
vealing its secrets and that it is impossible to achievhition of those who aspire to perfect their nature and
high levels of initiation within Freemasonry unless transformitintoamoregadl i ke qual i ty. C
one is handpicked by those of higher degrees. 0

Ifejika has dismissed all the allegations insisting that
They concluded: AAt t he thespwha acause Ftedmasonyyof-ahtietaimprac-f t h
Brotherhood, 0 these s e ticesdid sofeither out of preconeiven weas, igroncé u
agenda have become known as the illuminati (Latin or misunderstanding of what Freemasonry is all about
for illuminated ones) . @rlodtof mischief ladedin hypodridyeHgtold occupy
top level members of the police and military forces Newswatch that Freemasonry does not claim at any
around the world. They are found in every area of point in time to be a religion because it does not admin-
society at all levels, but at the top, in the highest so-ister sacraments as churches. But Freemasonry encour-
cial and monetary bracket, the Brotherhood pre-  ages every member to practice his religion better.
vail sé. The Brotherhood dWwneemhsohaw,i sheyt otwvhet e
military, they own the oil companies, pharmaceuticab good man and a good man to become even better. It is
companies and just about everything which providesiot a religion and has nothing to do with the devil be-
for the status quo. 0 As saoseitdoéseaat admit agriostids bribetievereih i e f
suspicion that Freemasons have a secret plan to cood. One clear element you must have to become a
trol the world through the political and economic  Freemason is to believe in God, thatsdking God. It
domination of the USA. does not say you are a free think®ather, Freema-

sonry encourages you to practice your own religion
In his booki The New World Order, Pat Robertson, perfectly well to obey the tenets of your own Holy
an evangelist, finds a Bddd 8ibley Kotan,darah ete There is mdiolyt book t h
new order conspiracy by Freemasons. In it, the readerh at we know whi ch says th
finds the use of such pbadases as fAMasonic power, O

Afdark side, 0 Ainternational conspiracy, o0 fAoccult,
Afweal th, 0o Asecret soci e ffejka said thepleodtupationlofd-regmasomyistiie T h
new world order, according to arilasonic oppo- building of the characters of its members. That is why,

nents, is the same as the Masonic / New Age ideal dfe explained, Freemasonry employs the instruments
Mands divinity and sel f usedbsfield masonsnateaching maraisLodgésiHeh o
must awaken to the originalin of Lucifer, as op- said the Masonds instrumen
posed to Eve in the Gar towel the $quakedtle shovel thedhammerwete hagea n
as God. o0 They ar gue t ha mordflessoasia Ereemasgns who, aeskid, areksowh h
ancient mysteries of Egypt with the goal ofthelk're as fAspecul ati ve masons. 0
instatement in the world order. To bolster this argu-

ment, aniMasons always refer to a quotatonby Sai d he: AWhen we say Free
W.L. Wilmshurst in 1927 in his book titled In the building of morality in the society using allegory. We
Meaning of Masonry. 0l nusesymm$ theworkidgqoolsaf theaoperativg feld w h
many individuals and groups are working in various (Continued on page)
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(Continued from pagd) day, 6th March, 1971, after his installation Brother
(Augustine) Ereme informed the brethren that he would

Masons, to impart moral lessons. For instance, the hold his thanksgiving service at the St. Gabriel's Catho-

signs we use when we hold our meetings like the lic Church, Mokola, Ibadan, and that he had the special

compass, the square, say a lot about the character afispensation of the church authorities for brethren to

members. The square says anywhere you measure come to church in their Masonic paraphernalia. The

with it, what you get is angle 90, whether from the news was a great surprise to us. The church in Nigeria

top, bottom, north, south, east or west. So it is per- used to accommodate Freemasons in their robes when

fect. The moral lesson there is that you must imbibethey sought to worship there on anniversaries and any

moral rectitude in whatever you do. The plumbline other occasion or occasions of thanksgiving or fu-

the field mason uses in making sure the wallisper-ner al . 0

pendicular, not curved, bent or tilted, saysin Free- He conti nued: Al shoul d me

masonry moral lesson that if your character is tilted also granted by Anglican Church, the Methodist

and not wupright, you wi CHurchsandthe Presbyiteddn Chuchbaadirete case of |
the African Church, no caveats were attached. How-

Chris Aniche Okorafor, a past deputy District Grand ever, the Roman Catholics and the Baptists were ada-

Master, said those who today accuse Freemasonryafant and uncompromi sing Afe

antichristian practices seem to be suffering from  The announcement, therefore, that Freemasons will

selective amnesia. He said the early christian worship in their regalia a
churches in Nigeria particularly the Anglican and theChurch, Mokola, Ibadan, on 7th March, 1971, was re-
Presbyterian, owe a great deal to dedicated Freemag ar ded as per haps, one of
sons who were either missionaries, school principals i cao f or which | badan i s

or masters, colonial officials and merchants for theirchurch on that memorable Sunday to see for our-
dedication to the principles enunciated in (our) An- sel ves. 0
tient charges namely fANever to act against the di
tates of his conscience@handutpresei vl bywabet pu
of his own conduct to demonstrate the superior ex- cession following the choir, we were given special
cellence of the faith heseatpandwer svalbeet/ed byatlse cangregationd c¢ hr
tian. which assembled for that morning service beginning at
10 a.m. Our surprise was multiplied when the sermon
He said the practice of holding Masonic meetings inwas preached by a Reverend Father (Rev. Father
the coll ege chapel was Daldy)anveitaman, whotshHowened enéoimioms®rc o t
| and where the Presbyt eFreemasoncylandtracdd thh lssory bfthé erdelbdeston-i
ning, there are records of Lodges holding their meetguishing the Freemasonry practised by the Grand
ings in parish chur ches Lodge&fisetlasdyuEndgiandandirglend, witich bes a i d
was Lodge St. John Kilwinning which held some of lieves in the existence of God and Grand Orient of
its initiations in St. Mary's Parish church in Had- France which does not. o
dington. A Today, in Scotl and, |l rel and and Engl an
several Lodges still hold special servicesintheir Thompson said fAAfter that
parish churches, 0 he p o tomethalsomeuot our antagonists in the church might
be O60ignoramuses6 who might
That was even the case in Nigeria up to the late sevOrient of France and failed to appreciate the difference
enties. Thompson documented these practices in hidecause of a defect of knowledge associated with indo-
book on Masonic ExperieherceHé wrote: #Alt is the
custom of Lodge St. David even before Akinyele
became Master of the Lodder a Master to worship irBut the question many Nigerians keep on asking is.
his church on the Sunday immediately after his install#iat is the origin of Freemasonry? According to some
tion on the first Sunday of March every year. On Satur- (Continued on pagé)
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(Continued from page) 1725, there was a Grand Lodge of Ireland. In 1735 or
thereabout, there was a Royal Order of Scotland later
Masonic historians, Freemasonry is shrouded in ~ known as the Scottish Rite. It was a merger of the pre-
myths, legends and almost impenetrable obscurity. cepts of Knights Templars with ancient Celtic myster-
Since the 18th century, Masonic writers have soughtes which had flourished in parts of Europe and later in
to establish a link between the Knights Templars andmerica.
the Freemasons.
Thereafter, Grand Lodges spread Freemasonry around
In his publication titled: The Origin of Freemasonry, the world. From the 1790s, Lodges were established in
Mehmed Sabeheddin, an Eastern Masonic historianEurope, the West Indies and India. As the British em-
states: AFreemasoni c | o pire expandid irstyerfate d 8thsandnngovhe 19t eentn-
traced to ancient Egypt and Phoenic¥et, despite  ries, English Freemasons carried the Brotherhood into
all the books and articles exploring Freemasonry  the Middle and Far East, Australia, Africa, and North
published over the last 100 years, there is one area and South America. When colonies eventually gained
that has not received attention. It concerns Freema-political independence in the second half of the 20th
sonryob6s debt to | sl ami c centyns manyof tsem foemediindepensidntdodab Grand
tradition connecting the Masons with the Moors of Lodges while others still remained with their parent
North Africa. Grand Lodge resulting in some 750 Lodges overseas
principally in Commonweal't
Argued Sabeheddin: AWhaBrisalobékedobponnesal mopsNor't
entirely as Freemasonry has been practised as partwould not only take root and thrive, but also contrib-
and parcel of the religions of the Middle Eastfor ut ed significantly t-0o hi st
many years. So we find that just as Europe borrowedolonialist war and the emergence of the United States
considerably from the learning of the Moors, Euro- of Ameri ca, 0 Jeffers noted
pean Freemasonry took its fisecret wisdom from the
Muslim east. The star or pentagram which the Moor#&\s Freemasonry spread throughout the globe, it also
called the seal of Sulaiyman and coloured green to garnered along with it formidable enemies. One of such
honour Islam, also figures prominently in Masonic enemies was the Vatican. Pope Clement XII started the
art and architecture. The layout of the City of war against Freemasonry in 1738 when he proscribed it
Washibgton DC, which was designed by Masons, ostensibly on grounds of its naturalism, demand for
incorporates the pentagram. When Freemasons trawaths of secrecy, religious indifference and a possible
elled in Moorish lands, they quickly recognized a  threat to the church and the state. Other Popes who re-
common bond. 0 Sabeheddi affirced theebarumere Benddigt XIy in @751, Riws VI
John Porter Brown, an American diplomat in Turkeyin 1821, and Leo Xll in 1825. The Church under Pope
in the midi 1980s who wrote sympathetically of the John Paul Il still condemned Freemasonry. By the
Sufi path. Church Law, no Catholic is permitted to join a Masonic
Lodge or an affiliated organisation without incurring ex
There is, however, no dispute of the fact that Free- -communication. Any Mason who wanted to enter the
masonry is found all over the world. It is not a Catholic Church was required to sever all ties with
monolithic organisation with a central authority fig- Freemasonry.
ure like an international president or secretary
general. But it has a Grand Lodge which is the gov- Before the papal Bull of 1738, several Roman Catho-
erning body in every country. lics served as Grand Masters in Freemasonry. That,
perhaps, explains why the names of prominent Catho-
What is generally known about Freemasonry is that lics still feature in Freemasonic records. For example,
in 1717, several Masons met in London to form the the Catholic Duke of Norfolk became a Grand Master
first United Grand Lodge of England as a governingin 1730. Robert Edward, Viscount Montagu and the 9th
force over groups of stonemasons in Britain. Later in (Continued on pagd)
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(Continued from page) rent Provincial Grand Master is Alabo T. O. Grakham
Douglas, a traditional ruler and former minister

Lord Petre, the then head of the Catholic Commu- of aviation, who was installed since 2000.

nity in England, was installed a Grand Master in

1772. He held the office for five years. The Scottish Constitution better known as Lodge Sco-
tia No. 1166 SC, was a late comer. It came to Nigeria

Freemasonry had been practised in Ireland since  in 1918. Its first Lodge in Nigeria was Lodge Aca-

1725. Its Grand Lodge is reputed to be the second demic No. 1150 SC, Lagos. The charter of the lodge

oldest in the world. Some Christian elements of wor-was signed by Sir Robert Gordon Gored@itimore, a

ship such as the Lor dos bpgadesgeneral and Briish Kniglet,oe NMoveenlder i n

ritual. Even though the papal Bull had proscribed 30, 1918, the feast day of St. Andrew, the patron Saint

Freemasonry since 1738, the order did not come intoof Scotland. The pioneer Worshipful Grand Mason of

effect in the country until later in the century. Before the Lodge was Robert Wolrige Gordon of Esslemont,

then, Catholic laymen and priests participated in then a captain. Currently, Adonye Anye Ibiama, Fine

Il rish Lodges. Dani el O 6 Cauntny ¥l of GrandaBonny, hoids the pgsiéidn ofi o t

was initiated a Mason in 1799, served as master of District Grand Master. He took over from Ishola

Lodge No. 189 in Dublin. He later renounced his Musawir, an orthopaedic surgeon and the first Moslem

Masonic ties when the position of the church on to hold that position, in February this year.

Freemasonry was made known to him. Unlike in the

past, Irish Lodges are today patronized by a Protes- How does Freemasonry recruit its members? An-

tant minority. swered I fejika: AFrom ti me
does not solicit for membership. Exemplary lives of
The papal Bull was not binding on Protestant Masons outside attract other people to want to belong

churches. That is why, up till today, protestant cler- to the Craft. People see Masons outside; they see the

gymen are still counted among high degree Masons way they behave, react to issues and they want also to

in Europe and America. In Nigeria, records show  belong. They begin to ask: What doest it take to be-

that L.G Vinning, Adolphus Williamson Howells long to this society that makes all of you behave like

and Adelakun Williamson Howells, all Anglican this? Those of you we have seen are \wehaved and

archbishops of Lagos and West Africa respectively, well-positioned in society. There must be a god in

held the position of Grand Master of their Lodgesat your soci ety that gives yc

various times. Many other clergymen also partici-  application for membership is thoroughly screened by

pated in Freemasonry thereafter. a standing committee to ensure that any applicant who
wants to join Freemasonry does not do so for the

When did Freemasonry come to Nigeria? The Eng- wrong motives of seeking power or wealth.

lish Constitution, EC, was first established in Lagos.

Its first Lodge known as Lagos Lodge No. 1171 EC, Reported by Anthony Akaeze and Andrew Airahuob-

was warranted in 1878 and constituted in 1879. hor.

Thereatfter, other EC Lodges were established in

various parts of the country. Currently, Olorogun

Moses '(Ij’aiga,t.chc?irman, Exegpn (frough(?lf Coglpg- Cory asks ol f the Maston

nies and a retired managing director, Philips Oil, is -

the District Grand Master for Nigeria. His installa- Why Candt He Afford Jo

tion was performed in Lagos last October 31.

Before then, the Irish Constitution, IC, had arrived in
Nigeria to set up its Lodge in Calabar. Known as
MacDonald Lodge No. 197 IC, it got its warrant in
1897 and was constituted on May 2, 1897. Its cur-
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A Freemason's Christmas Wish

Bro. Andrew Bradley

As found on Masonipoetssociety.com

It is the time of year when the Brethren rejoice,
And sing carols of praise in resounding voice.
Days of merriment and long nights of cheer,
As we all await the "Happy New Year!".
It is a time of family and life long friends,
A time of happiness and to make amends.
Roast turkey and baubles and the Nutcracker Suite,
We each have our own way to make Christmas complete.

As we stroll through this happy month of December
Find time to pause and take time to remember
That distinguishing sign of a Freemason's hgart
Those acts of Charity. How great they are.

As your family gathers 'round your Christmas tree,
And the children play with giggles of glee,
Spare a thought for the poor, the man with no shoes,
Whose daily meal is less than your dues.

Remember also the Grand Lodge above,
And the Supreme Great Architect's act of love.
And practice those virtues we hold so true.
Have some fun! But let Temperance chasten you.
And during this season of peace and joy
Look well to our futurefi the girl and boy.
Then wonder what lessons you may them teach,
And with your guidance what heights they may reach.

So, to all of my Brethren from far and wide,
Whether your Christmas be snow, or hot and dry,
May the Architect grant his celestial boon
And keep your good health 'til we meet again soon.
Take care of yourself and those you find dear.
Keep this festive spirit throughout the next year.
Look toward your next date with our happy band.
Til our next merry meeting. Apron, heart, and hand.

&
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Come join us at the new TWT Magazine social website
1 Each member makes their own customizable page
1 Add your own pictures, videos and Blog
1 Message Board
1 Tons of Groups for all types of hobbies and appendant bodies
1 Meet Masons from all over the world and network

1 10006s of member s adsriegand yu ps iagnnde ds auy
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