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Welcome

Hello Brothers

Well since you last heard from me | have officially become the Wi
shipful Master of my lodge. Wow, what a great feeling!

| hope to do my lodge proud and strive to complete the goals | have
placed for myself. One of the most important of my goals is to have some sort
of educational matter at each meeting. Whe
cent news or bringing someone in to give us a lecture as long as the brothers
walked away learning something different and interesting then | have accom-

plished what | set out to do.

One month into my year | can see the work that will need to go into the term
to make it run smoothly. | have a new found respect to the men who have

taken this road before me.

No one said it would be easy :*)

Well anyways hereds | ooking to a producti v
S&F
Cory Sigler
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The Working Tools Masonic
Mapazine

TALK b
The Working Tools Masocnic Magazine

hc'l-“l.itrlﬁ ﬁliﬂ companion podcast. Wisit us at www. ...

TWT Podcast Call ID # 11669

The Aut hors of OMoral s &

Dr. Robert Lomas & Bro. Heath Armbruster

Both the 1st and 2nd podcast can be found at
http://www.talkshoe.com/talkshoe/web/talkCast.jsp?masterld=11669&cmd=tc

WWW.TALKSHOE.COM

Do ¢

Thinking about doing some new shaiseed your feedback on what you would
like discussed. People, books, movies will all be considered but only POSITIVE t(

will discussed )

DpiCS
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This Month in History

February

Feb 7th On this date in 1981, the Grand Lodge of Alaska was organized.

Feb 9th On this date in 1909, Harry S. Truman received his 1st degree in Belton Lodge #450, Mis-
souri.

Febl12tlBLi ncol nds Birt hday

Feb 14tld Valentines day. Send your favorite Mason a box of choc '.
lates : Y

Feb 16tl® Presidents Day

Feb 18th On this date in 1909, U.S. President William Howard Taft received his 1st degree in Kil-
winning Lodge #356, Cincinnati, Ohio

Feb 19th On this date in 1811, the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia was formed in Wash-
ington D.C.

Feb22néWa s hi ngt onds Birthday

Feb 23rd On this date in 1887, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle received his 2nd de-
gree. Feb 24thOn this date in 1853, the Grand Lodge of Minnesota was formed

Washinsren
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@%%{&ER SEXAMI NI NG COMMI T

"l have just had a great shock!" announced the New Brother, sitting down
weakly beside the Old Tiler.

"What is wrong?" asked the bearer of the sword.

"l have been away for a few weeks," responded the New Brother, "I vis-
ited in every lodge where | could. | took delight in the very thorough way
into which | have had my ritualistic work drilled into me. | wasn't

stumped by a single question. And believe me, | had some examinations!
Most of them lasted an hour, at least. But | knew my work, so | got in
without any trouble.

"That was nice," answered the OId Tiler, "though it seems a long time to me."

"What's a long time? Never mind! It was nice, yes; but it was awful to get on an examination committee with
Brother Filson here and have him get through in less than five minutes! He only asked three or four question
and for all I know to the contrary, there is an imposter sitting in our lodge right now!"

"Upon my word!" exclaimed the Old Tiler. "Is that so! We'll have that peHrapsster out of there as quick
as a wink..." He started for the door.

"Here, wait a minute! Don't go off hatfocked that way!" protested the New Brother. "I don't suppose he is
*really* an imposter. But | don't know that he knows his work. How could I, after hearing Filson ask him just
four or five questions?"

"Oh, well! responded the OId Tiler, seating himself again, "that's different. But | thought better of you! | have
watched you go into the lodge and through the degrees and | thought you were going to be a regular Mason.

And here you are neglecting your duty, forswearing yourself, betraying your brethren, being false to your
trust!"

"Why, what do you mean? | have betrayed no trust!" cried the New Brother angrily.
"Oh, yes; you have," responded the OId Tiler, sturdily. "The Master trusted you; your brethren trusted you.

They believed when they sent you out with Brother Filson that when you came back and stood sponsor for tt
brother you had examined you meant what you allowed Filson to say at théhaitdre brother was a Master
Mason. Now you tell me you are *not* satisfied; that for all you know he may be an imposter! You don't know
he knows his work! It was your business to know. That's what you were on the committee for. Masonry de-
mands two on a committee. Both must be satisfied. You were not satisfied, yet you let the brother go in; and
that isn't betraying a trust, what is it?"

(Continued on pagg
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(Continued from pagg

"Well-I-er-Oh, come, OId Tiler, you know I didn't want to butt in on Filson, and if he thought it was aH right
and I'm so new in lodge and abh, come now!"

"Worse and worse!" cried the Old Tiler. "You were not satisfied, yet rather than 'butt in' on Filson, you were
willing to let Masonry and this lodge, which raised you, take a chance on an imposter. | shall certainly report
you to the lodge. | shall certainly see that you learn what is what in Masonry, | shall...”

"Oh, you wouldn't do that!" cried the New Brother. "I didn't mean any harm. | was just trying to be Masonicly
courteous to a brother argbu wouldn't do that, would you?"

"Certainly not!" answered the OId Tiler, eyes twinkling. "I wouldn't think of it."
"Then what did you say it for?" demanded the New Brother.

"To scare you into the realization that you don't know what you are talking about!" responded the Old Tiler.
"All | said was true, if you were *really* not satisfied. But you *were* satisfied. You know perfectly well that
brother is a Mason. But you wanted Filson to put on dignity and conduct a heavy examination and humiliate
the brother to show how big and grand you and he were. Oh, | know! | was young-omgseli¥ou say they

took an hour to examine you. Brethren don't take an hour to find out if visitors are Masons, unless they have
doubts. You were too cocksure, too full of pride, too eager. So they doubted you, and made sure. Filson is al
old hand. He has been a Mason for years. And he knows what questions to ask. One doesn't have to ask yo
you know that twice two is four and twice four is eight, if ones asks you what twice eight is and you say Six-
teen. The lengthy, involved, elaborate, difficult examination is only given to him who is more ritualistic than
Mason, unless there is a real doubt of the applicant.

"Old Masons know that the visitor who seeks to enter compliments the lodge. The lodge is host, he is a gues
Hospitality demands all the courtesy possible. Masonry demands knowledge. The middle course is to find oL
as briefly and as quickly yet as surely as possible. It is not necessary to put a man through the whole ritual tc
know whether he is a Mason. Filson knows it. Evidently the visiting brother knew his work and his answers
were satisfactory.

"But remember, my brother, *you* must be satisfied on a committee, or be faithless to your trust. Be satisfiec
as quickly and as gracefully as possible, or be false to the standards of hospitality and courtesy which are
taught in Masonry. Understand?"

"I-1 think so. My head is rather going around. About all | am sure of is | have rather made a fool of myself,"
said the New Mason.

"Never mind!" comforted the Old Tiler with a grin. "Give yourself time. It's rarely fatal. A few years and you'll
get some sense!"
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re a Mas

ORemember vyou

When the pressures of recession
Make us concentrate on greed,
Take heed, a worthy Mason
Cares about another's needs;

Don't let pressures of the moment
Make your obligation sway,
Stop and help a fallen brother
Or another by the way;

What you give is like a bubble
Whenever you assist,
What it costs in time and trouble

Is, soon after, never missed;

Brother, bear that obligation
You accepted on your knee,
It's in direct relation
To your own security;

Never hesitate, my brother
Square your actions now and say,
“I'll remember I'm a Mason,
"And behave like that today;"

"With regard to human kindness

And the 'Golden Rule', | pray,
I'll remember I'm a Mason...

And behave like that today."

Author name is unknown to me. If anyone knows who credit should be given to please let mé@ Ky
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0 We

We attended Lodge last night,
Mostly to bring a new Brother to
Light.

Our temple was clean and aprons
crisp,

Readied for a special night.

Qur Junior Wardeno
Enjoyed by all, no doubt.

Our Lodge set to work by watch

Of a Master Mason without.

Our Master set the Craft to work

And oder our | abor
Our Senior Deacon, faithful and
resolute,

Sat attentively at his side.

Our Senior Warden prepared his
Trestle Board

To ensure us at our best.

Our Junior Deacon, staff at ready,
Carried messages from the West.

Our Secretary and Treasurer
Measured their advice just right.
Our Stewards carefully led the
profane

Through a door, and on to Light.

We assembled as Brethren
Seeking harmony, peace and unity.

Attended

Lodge Last Ni gl

OQur Chapl ainds
Offered to one Great Deity.

praye.

We worked, and laughed

And assisted

But mostly we gathered

To make a new Brother.
me a |

The Three Great Lights, a lecture,

Both recited without cover.

Our new Brother, excited,

He has much more to discover.

each ot

Hd wiltnot e leftalone ® learn,
He will be mentored by another.
We are one united fraternity,
Always willing to assist each other.

We attended Lodge last night,
Ostensibly to bring a new Brother
to Light.

But it was he who led us to Light,
For he is why we gathered last
night.

Submitted by Bro. Paul Wilkerson, Jr

First published in the Missouri Freemason, Winter 2008,

pg. 18.Online edition available.
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Masonic Online Community

Lcom
Masonic Community

Pillars [

The Three Pillars
Www.Masonicdiscussion.com

Starting 2009 off reenergized and ready to provide you
with an on -line home for Masonic talk, advice, education

and fellowship.

Come join them and be a part of the action
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NnNThe Col or Bl ueo

0This is the proper colour of the Antient degrees of
friendship and charity, teaching us that in the mind of a Mason these virtues shatelstensive with the blue vault

of heaven. 6

- Source: Pocket Lexicon of Freemasonry

&

0Blue is the symbol of truth and universality, and w
and in the vestments of the Jewish priests. It is the color appropriate to the First Three Degrees, or Ancient Craft Ma-
sonry, and the curtains, cushions, etc. of a Lodge are therefore blue. This color naturally suggests the thoughts of tt
blue sky and the blue sea; of their vast extent, their profound depths, those of the sky being absolutely without limit; of
their changelessness throughout the lapse of ages, though clouds may sometimes for a while obscure the sky, and-
storms agitate the surface of the sea. There is much to engage the mind and much to affect the heart in the thought c
the perfect stillness of the ocean depths, to which the power of the most fearful storms never reaches; and of the evet
unbroken repose of the illimitable space beyond the clouds, where the orbs of heaven always shine in pure and seret
majesty. Such thoughts carry away the mind from the world and its vicissitudes and cares to the better country. Nor is
this all. The color that symbolizes truth and universality teaches us to maintain truth in our relations to God Himself
and to our fellow man, and it teaches us that our charity ought to be extended to the entire human race. Truth in our

relation to God is, in other words, sincerity and earnestness in religion, implying a continual cultivation of its graces
and a constant endeavor to discharge all its duties. Truth, in relation to our feflew, implies nor only the avoidance

of all falsehood in speech, but of all that savors of deceit in our conduct, uprightness in all our dealings, a perfect ar
unimpeachable honesty, such that our own conscience may have nothing of which to accuse us, even in transactic

the true character of which only God and ourselves ¢

- Source: Wm. W. Vickers The Canadian Craftsman, June 1898

&

oBl ue, The Symbolism ofo
By Bro. Henry P. Jones, Tennessee
ol f we consider the importance that has b e-8ka dutythéya c h «

have ever performed, we must inevitably reason that Masonry, the greatest and most universal of ancient institution:
must also have been launched upon its lengthening career, under a color, or colors, in harmonious keeping with it
teaching. To ferret out this color, however, and discover its original symbolism, is, we fear, a task made impossible
the gloom of intervening centuries. And so, leaving the beginning, veiled, as it should be, in darkness and mystery,
must even acknowledge the decree of comparatively modern ruling and usage as authentic. But here, too, we are le
partially in dobt. A color has been handed down to us, but the symbolism, if in truth there existed any, has gone sc
long unheeded, that it is lost in the impenetrable folds of the past. Thus are we forced, as a last resort, to apply the tes
of our own reason and imagination to our knowledge of fundamental Masonry, and accept the result as a possible sol

tion.

"At the revival of 1717," says our learned Brother, Dr. Oliver, "it was directed that the symbolical clothing of a Master
Mason was 'skuttap and jacket yellow, and neither garments blue.' " The symbolism, however, of this "symbolical
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(Continued from padj&)

clothing," was probably known to a few only, and was never recorded. But the Doctor continues: "In 1730, it was regu-
lated by Grand Lodge that the Grand Officers should ‘wear white leather aprons with blue silk; and that the Masters
and Wardens of particular Lodges may line their white leather aprons with white silk, and may hang their jewels a
white ribbons about their necks.' " Of course we do not know how long Blue had been recognized as a Masonic color
but here perhaps, we have the first definite step toward its establishment as the ONE TRUE color; for, having beet
once permanently adopted by Grand Lodge, it would as a natural sequence, creep gradually into subordinate lodge
until it came to be looked on as the legitimate color of the Order. Thus, in brief, may we account for it. But, having the
color, we cannot so easily determine its proper symbolism. And yet, methinks this should not be difficult, if we go

about it thoughtfully.

Certainly, it is commonly known that Blue has in all ages been deemed an emblem of the abstract qualities, Truth, S
crecy, Sincerity, and Fidelity; but to us it should mean something more. Let us see. Studying closely the various figu
tive meanings that have been attached to the five fundamental, or prismatic colors, in the past, we find that, as a gene
rule, they may be reduced to these: green, the symbol of generative, exaatined force, or the germ of life; youth,
freshness: yellow, the symbol of the result of accumulation or long dulation; ripeness, or the full measure of resources
activity, or years; age; decay: blue, the symbol of mild, unresisting virtue; morality: purple, the symbol of royalty or sov
ereignty; the director or governor of physical force; wisdom; knowledge: red, the symbol of physical force or agressive:
ness. Taking these symbolisms of the five colors collectively, and considering them as a wnole, they may be said to re
resent to us the five primary essentials, necessary to the existence of a perfect human being, namely: the germ of i
the germ of death, moral initiative, mental initiative, and physical initiative. The five colors themselves, rightly blende
into one, produce perfect white for it is a well known scientific fact, that when pure, or perfect white light is received
into a proper body or a prism, the rays are broken, disintegrated, and applied in such a manner that there emanate

from the prism in their stead, these five fundamental colors.

Let us pause a moment now, and collect the threads of our explanation into one; an easy task if they are all plainly b
fore us. As pure light received into the proper body and correctly utilized, results in the colors, or symbols of the five

essentials to a perfect man, so the True Light or Word of God, received into the heart and properly utilized, results in

the harmonious working essentials themselves; the germ of life developing in fulness and perfectness, and bend
gradually and fearlessly to the germ of death; moral initiative, opening to view unspotted petals, tinted with celestiz
hue; mental initiative, growing up in the midst of finite creation as a part of it, and thus adding to its beauty a form anc
texture common to no other work of the Supreme Architect; and physical initiative, developing naturally and unshack-
led at every pointthe mountain stream rushing joyfuily along, with crystal depths unchoked by dams, unmurked by
hand of man. Thus should Blue, our own suitable color, and the symbol in our illustration, of moral initiative, represent

to us the perfect moral masthe result in truth, of a proper reception of the Great Light in the true heart.

We should not confine ourselves, however, to the narrow realms of pedantic Science, in our search for light.

"Blue: 'Tis the life of heaven,

Yea, the silent, spreading canopy that shelters all alike, 'neath mystic folds receding up through endless space; the
of all man's hopes and dreamsimeasured home of unheard strains of wheeling spheres. A fit symbol indeed, of the
universality of Masonry; of the mystic veil that curtains off our lives from all past and future Time; and finally, of "tha

house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens," which we all hope at last to attain, for

"The cloudcapt Towers, the gorgeous Palaces, The solemn Temples, the great Globe itself, And all which it inherit, sh:
dissolve."

(Continued on paf8)
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(Continued from paf2)

(If we venture to add a note to so excellent an article, it is in the hope of provoking further study of thigetht@iesting su
use and meaning of color in the Bible is a delightful theme, although, so far as we now recall, the late Dipdglitzsch,
seems to have been almost the only one who treated colors in the Bible symbolically. In his "Iris," fortunateigssow in E
he treats the subject at some length. Also in "Chapters on Symbolism," by W. F. Shaw, there is a suggestiwe discus
Symbolism of Color," (Part 1V), from which wéBkedis sometimes the color of the sea, and always the color of the sky
day, when free from cloud. As such it is symbolical of Heaven, and of the things of Heaven, Truth, Knowledge, Fait
Tabernacle which was made after the pattern of things in heaven, and was a figure of the true Tabernacle, the House
with Hands, eternal in the heavens, had its hangings of blue and purple, and scarlet, and the loops of the c(Etains wer
26:1, 4)" Blue had an important place in the attire of the High Priest of the Tabernacle, on his breastplate abeé ephod,
of which was blue, (Ex. 283®22), reminding the wearer that he was a priest of the God of Truth (Psa. 31:6) and the G
knowledge (1 Sam. 2:3) and that it behooved his lips to keep knowledge (Mal. 2:7). "When Moses and Aaron and t
went up into the Mount, it is said they saw the God of Israel, and there was under His feet, as it were, a pathéed work o
stone (Ex. 24:10). Now the sapphire is a stone of a blue color.” To which the author adds the words of Deltithgeh: "Sar
is the color taken by that which is most heavenly, as it comes down on the earth, the color of the covenant betweel
man. Blue passes almost universally as the color of fidelity. Even in Middle High German bla is symbolicaleequivale
(steadfast), and staetelaiadfastness.” (Iris, p. 28). So much by way of suggestion. Perhaps Swedenborg has som

teach us here, as in so many things, if some Brother will dig into that mine and reVbeal Butarg.

&
viald ol nlilcilclil oTnfa i yHicl ol mA !

-Source: The Builder August 1916.

Info provided by:

http://www.masonicdictionary.com/
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February 2009

The Working Tools News

OAttack as freemason i s appointe

by Martin Shipton, Western Mail

THE appointment of a freemason as the head of the NHS in Wales was attacked last night as inconsistent.

Paul Williams left his post as chief executive of Abertawe Bro Morgannwg NHS Trust at the end of last
month on a twoyear secondment during which he will be in charge of the Welsh health service.

He is currently working a handover period with Ann Lloyd, his predecessor, who is retiring.

But a civil servant who contacted the Western Mail contrasted the appointment of Mr Williams with an ear-
|l ier decision to block the appointment ofodpardyr ar d

because he was a freemason.

In 2004, Mr Elias, one of the beatown barristers in Wales, was personally vetoed by First Minister Rhodri
Morgan after he was recommended for the post of top legal adviser at the Assembly by Civil Service Com-

missioners.

Mr Morgands r ef ugardthe revelatipnghatihe had udsuccdssfullysssught approval from
the commissioners to appoint the candidate who came second, a former Labour parliamentary cadididate

created a political storm at the time.

In response to allegations from opposition AMs that he had acted unreasonably in vetoing Mr Elias, Mr Mor-
gan said: 01 di-ddingabjectian & ghe shortbst, altlroagh | da coenment on the fact that

one candidate, subsequently recommended for appointment by the panel, was a prominent freemason.

oMy concern derived from the salience of freemas
the Assembly as a whole.

ol was, however, prepared to waive my concern on
sign from the freemasonry, as did the previous counsel general on appointment.

oOWhen the permanent secretary advised me of the
pers, | became aware of information not previously available to me that the recommended candidate was als

a board member of the Independent Supervisory Authority for Hunting.

(Continued on pagB)
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(Continued from pag4)

OMy concern was not the personal views of the <ca
try.
0Given the high political salience of the | aw on

surrounding freemasonry, | judged that the legal advice of a counsel general prominently associated with
these two controversial areas would not carry the necessary stamp of untrammelled authority throughout

the Assembly.

OA counsel general who would not carry the requi
site of the post. 6

Earlier this week, the Western Mail received a t
anonymous as | am a civil servant.

oYou might find it useful to ask the Welsh Assem
the counsel general post on the basis of his rather inactive freemasonry but now sees no problem in appoint

ing Paul Williams, a very senior and active freemason, to the post of head of NHS Wales.

ONo doubt the excuse will be that the counsel ge
sitive post than head of NHS Wales.

ol am not a freemason but | have no quarrel with
Elias, unknown to me, or Mr Williams, known to me but not wiatiown.

OMy beef is really owetbst hackendabonns Hegisioddlileeiths avhacd t y
devalue the whole Assembly position. 6

An Assembly Government spokeswoman said: O0OWe app
on skills and experience. We do not have a policy of excluding individuals based on membership of the free-

masons.

0Candi dates are not obliged to declare member shi
ship of freemasons is viewed as a private matter
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OFreemasons: No myths, jJjust tF

0Over ti me | -Dperatpeenmasods, keem n
thinkers of the time. Abraham Lincoln is a noted
Freemason, but there are a number of forward

thinkers amongst the gene

But what do freemasons do?

Other than dress up in dinner suits and wear a rank
appropriate stole, the men discuss life.

OWhen we meet we have t al
we have, not |l i ke a churc
couraging people to | ook

. . Bucknall said. _
I n Romseyds quiet main street one evening each

month, a group of 58 men gather in dinner suits. 10 dispel as many myths as he could, Mr Bucknall
said there were no cloaks, no midnight ceremonies,

And no, itds not f o+4agea moreligioustqualifitatios othemtham aabeliefin a sue w
dinner party- these gatherings have been happeningrreme being of any faith, and no need for an invita-
for generations. tion. Anyone interested should just call.

ltds a meeting of the Maht@ésoal Raogeshé&rkieimaboasd

This week marks the 125th anniversary of the free-So what 6 s t he strangest t

masonry in Romsey and as such Lodge Master Ruatyh ey 6 ve f ound out he is a

Bucknall gave Leader a tour to lift the lid on some ofilly goat? | have no idea where that one comes

its mystery. from, 6 he said.

OAt times some people gbeethgoedswind gobdtasn, myi hg

and some people like to dwell on conspiracythe- or women. Our | ocal oObret

ory, 6 he said. of men who get together and have theoretical and
philosophical discussions about life, socialise and

0OBut itds not really | i kieraisetoadharity.

0The modern Freemasons todimeutmare, visib ffeenasorsvicsnet.awnoe aalb -
sons of the Middle Agesan early precurser to un-  the local lodge on 9744 7525.

ions really.

OWhen you appreciate the architecture of a cathe
dral in those days, the men were highly skilled and

knowledgeable.

olt was the thinking mands club of its era.
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